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With academic
achievement
overshadowing all other
aspects of holistic
education in Malaysia, it
is time to re-assess our
assessment system.
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Public exams are an
integral part of the
Malaysian education

the learning process?

are kept

By KAREN CHAPMAN

educate@thestar.com.my

UCH interest has been generated
since the proposal to abolish the
Ujian Pencapaian Sekolah Rendah
(UPSR)and Penilaian Menengah Rendal
(PMR) was made.

Deputy Prime Miniser and Education
Minister Tan Sri Muhyiddin Yassin said on
June 20 that the two examinations could be
abolished to remove the pressure of an exam-
oriented education system on students.

He said the ministry was studying the
change and urged scholars, educationists and
various stakeholders to provide input.

Newspapers have been inundated with
Tetters to the editor with suggestions on
‘whether these two examinations should be
maintained or abolished.

One called for a referendum to be held
among interested parties since the issue was
of national interest while another felt it was
necessary to maintain the UPSR, but not the

There have also been call to look into how
many public examinations students should
sit for, once they are in the school system and
whether examinations were necessa

Former education director-general Tan Sri
Dr Wan Zahid Mohd Noordin said there was a
need to understand the UPSR and PMR.

“Both are about evaluation.

“The ministry does not callthe instruments
examination and they are very clear about the
technica difference between evaluation and
examination,” he said in an interview.

Dr Wan Zahid said there was a techni-
cal reason why the PR replaced the SRP
(Peperiksaan Sijl Rendah Pelajaran) and LCE
(Lower Certificate of Education

/an Zahid is urging the Education
Ministry to retain UPSR and PMR.

“The fault oot ith
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T some point in their schooling lfe,
every student s likely to experience
some form of centralised exam. Whether

352 fom of evlution,asessment o exami-

nation, these ts are used to

ehsurethatstudentsofthe same level have
achieved the objectives of the education
system they are a part of.

i, primary school pups Havethe

Ujian Pencapaian Sekolah Rendah (UPSR) at

ree
Malaysia SAor sw Pela]amn Malaysia
Vlasional

y P Wit and Education
MinistecTan St Mubyiddin Yassin faving
recently reminded the public t
Education Ministry is still mullmg me posi
bility of doing away with the UPSR
(see sidebar), the debate for and agamsn mese
exams in.
‘The question StarEducation has posed
‘exams really necessary for learning?

Learning is not about exams

Exams i the Malaysian education syst

are designed to pick up the best rote-
leamers, although memory work is only one
small aspect of the learning process.

says: “Its up to teachers and parents to
eabveat s enjoy leaming,rather than
just learning for exams

His colleague, Faculty of Medicine and
Health depuly executive dean Prof Dr Peter

"We should create more curiosity in our
children's earing to nurture creative and
mnnvmve people.”

 adds: “Continuous assessment is a more

T'm aware of that
shows a positive corrlation between exams
andleaming 2y ntenatonal Medical

Tooking at the learning proc-

Prol Wilk shares tha the educational

be centred

gy head Prof Dr Ray.
Wilks
Nowsdays we are tlling s ot shout

L Itis
how we use

“Just like \1 we mxsuse aknife for killing
pedple, it does not m

that s, asses; ather

tralia for primary
and seconday schools

hool-based assessment.
“The type of assessment they have looks at
broader

than an end-of-the-year exam,” he explams,
Learning, he beli ibout

Fobte e cofere W oer e he
added.

“We should avoid throwing the baby along
with the bathwater,” he said.

In terms of policy planning, Dr Wan Zahid
said it was important for the Education
Ministry to obtain feedback on the efficiency
arme  system.

“This s because examination is summa-
B e Dl bl

can make 2 evluation o he system, but 2
schﬂcl based ystem will ot alowyou o do

particular point of
Knowiedge up to acertan point), while evalu-
ation s formative so that remedial measures
canstill be taken.

“PMR was changed from SRP to make the
assessment formative in general, so that
remedial measures can be taken,

*“It should be such because SRP s no longer
terminal,” he explain

“The PNIR assessment should thus provide
ritical feedback to the school for remedial or
enrichment purposes.

“This s because after sitting for the PMR,
students automatically proceed to Form Four
while previously the SRP was terminal, mean-

othingcouldbe done f tudents

‘Acan vary from
ne ool anther

“This is not to say that a school-based
assessment has no place in the scheme of
things asitis crucial in terms of formative
evaluation,” he explaine

Class tests after everylesson are formative
in nature because the teacher needs immedi-
ate feedback with regards to what has been
taught, he added.

Former education director-general Tan
Sri Dr Abdul Rahman Arshad welcomed the
proposal to abolish the exams but said the
alternative must be e

said the ministry must be able to

spel out a curriculum on what needs to be
achieved.
e what students

stat
o be e 5 hehicve st achlevel,aid

i i e et completely achieve the
formative function of th
they become summative e and nommative”

e suggested injecting some criterion-

theirphyscal, intelectual and mral develop-
ment,"he explined i an inerview.

the passing, or not, of exams.
“Learning should be about the
e int

terest that

itical thinking and teamwork, rather than

just textbook skills.
“Those sort of skill are assessed by teachers

and through S like debates, dramas,

‘Although he has only been in Malaysia for
two years, Prof Wilks speaks from his experi-
ence as an education psychologist and former
primary school teacher in Australia.

roject wo
i adds that te type of assessment
condced hereis consstentwiththe type of
{eaching being dore
“There is an over-emphasis on the academic

amd :unosw mhar than
ing for the
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£ children's ed

P

, which is just

one part of holistic education.

Mother of two Chua Hooi Dean agrees that
if there were no public exams, her children
would have more time to explore areas like
‘music and the arts, which could help instill
creativity in them.

UPSR and PMR could even
i il

arents and chil-

With less emphasis on scoring A's, students will have more time for other pursuits like
hot

sports. - File photo
achievement, while still maintaining public
exams, is to lower the weightage given to
those exams.

Father of three Dr Theng L C, who takes that
stand, says: “It's no harmsitting for an exam.

sure and motivate them to work hard for what
they want,”he says.

However, Form Three student Esmeralda
Noor Mohd Junaizee thinks that school-based
assessments are good enough to test students

PROF WILKS: Leaming should be about
the interest that teachers inculcate info
students.

sure of getting good grades in exams like the
UPSK which many people se to determine i
the child is smart or not” says
The bad aspects of exams
Picking up her point, Prof Pook says: “We
need to understand what the UPSR and PMR
are doing; they are actually streaming kids into
Gifferent classes.
“Butin erms of psychlogy t s cually
bad to label kids lke t
e o et o e
kids — smart, as is defined by our assessment
system — but notfor the kids who don't do
well
“The tools that we are using at the moment
are picking p al he ot Jeamers

PROF POOK: It's not just the assessment
system that has to change, but we
ourselves have to change as we are the
ones driving our kids.

their teaching to the next

Prof Pook says that iti the negative aspects
of the examinaton system that worries educa-
s like himself and Prof Wi
s not just the assessment S
education System that needs to be changed,
we aiso have to change as we are the ones
driving our kids.

It willake an enormous change; but when
the education system changes, the method
of assessment will lso follow Suit” says Prof

“Speaking as a former teacher, | have to say.
that we do take comfortin having one set of
questions to test students on, and also, having
that threat of a big exam over our students.

“Buta written exam shouldn't be used as a

fit-for-all. 't react well

point nfvxrw to label achild of 12is kind of a
life sentence.
I that if you tell a teacher

“However, i the goal is to -
tion system more holistc,there should be
more activity-based learning in the school
curriculum.”

When there i less emphasis on exams, he
says, teachers would have more time to organ-
se activities such as field trips and excursions,
which would allow school children to be in
contact with nature and discover new learning
‘opportunities that may not be present i the.
classroom.

Father of four Dr Arzmi Yaacob agrees that

tay, but does not oppose:

dren to spend quality time together.
“I've always wanted to teach my children to
play the piano, but they are tired most of the
time after school,”she says.
e Way to reduce emphasi on academic

the suggestion of reducing their weightage.
“Its ke a check and balance.
“The exams will serve as an indicator for
students to gauge how well they have done in
schools, and wil give students positive pres-

on their knowledge and skills in the subject
areas they study in school.

“There is competition among the students
‘when we undergo school-based assessments,
soit mu motate me o tudy and work

hard

S wonia efnitelyabe thepressre of the
student fthe Covernment ever decides to
ablishthe UPSRand PUR” s

m Two student Sally Lim agr:es

e e s e
school and hve more tmetopurste my
interest in drama and performing arts.

However,1d sill study hard for chool
based-asssients and e SPA” s says

ua shares. on.

“Chidren will find oin to schooland

learning even more fun when there is no pres-
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deprived of urther learning.” e said,

Teachers need to be trained so that any
child who does not meet the minimum stand-
ards, could be pulled aside and given the
remedial assistance required.

“Itis important that schools have enough
remedial teachers to do so,” he added.

He said teachers also need to ask them-
selves if they have taught their students to the
best of their abiity.

Dr Abdul Rahman said the success of any
programme at the school level depends to
a large extent on the quality of leadership

“By this, | mean the school head must know
the target to be achieved, motivate his teach-
75 workas a team e and no st s a

It must be a better alternative

review the whole education system.” he said.

Retired super principal Datuk Mary Yap
said the Education Ministry’s proposal to
abolish UPSR and PMR s part of an educa-
tional reform that s set to bring about greater
improvements for the country.

I think that school-based assessments can
be a viable option in place of the national-
based exams as the assessment system will

One of the advantages of school-based
assessment, she added, is that it provides a
more comprehensive assessment on students'
overall performance and has both a formative
and i

samples of students' work to llustrate the
standards at each level to ensure the consist-
ency of standard in marking.

“Ths has already been done or the pact-

ormative assessment involves the collec-
tion of evidence about the progress being

and techni-
o subjects, s Malaysia and Englishoral
exams.

Examinations Syndicate (MES)”
She idhat ndersuch s, e
full range of student

e e equlvalen(
to the present UPSR and PMR standas

"He o she should also be an e
the students and
explain

b Abdul Rahman whois also Clusters of

refrenced e
d PMR.

" Gvingthe Fardhu Ainassessment asan
example, he said 17 items were considered a
must knowledge for ll Muslims:

“There is no grade ...only completed or not
completed, soif you get 16 correct out of 17,
it means you have not completed Fardhu Air.

“In normative assessment, you will get an
Abut in CRT you have not completed it” he
explain

Dr Wan Zahid urged that UPSR and PMR be
retained.

d, Dr
P sugges(ed ot he ministry
decide what each child has to attain at each
levlthrough a et f guidelines for the

e example, by Year Two, the guide-
lines must ensure that each child can read,
write and count.

“Schools are very different so the ministry

sai
e presented to - Education

Minister Datuk Seri Hishammuddin Tun
Hussein in 2008, a report containing 75

1 othet words, the minisry will erainly
h of

JPSR and PMR and school-based assessments
wil not lower the existing standards ofthese
two public examinations,” she opint
Yap, who now freelances as a training
expertand snior consultant n ecuational
o

made by students and using be used o elmi-
feedback learning”
3 maderaion of e mrks awarded L
“The design of school-b: often cited
isan inseparable par of the piocess e ey e o fequiy
m deliveryand  and faimess by making adjustment
assessment and it h:lps teachers caphure e necessary.to g mars o grades hackinline
tudents’ intheformof  with ES”
daily activities. Yap said the moderaton exercise usually

“Itis not new as it has been practised in the

technical and vocational schools to assess the
skills' subjects with proven xecards that the
students have fared well,” she sai

Yap sad schook-based ssessments have
e

involves the use of an appointed moderator
o re-mark a sample of students' work previ-
ously marked by the class teacher.

of the moderator are compared
with those of the teacher and the relation-
ship between the two sets of marks are then

schools could be more effective.
Among the proposals forwarded were the
school-based assessment, the abolition of the.
ursf( and PMR, laptops for al schoolchildren,

must be able to spell out what
standards are, and ensure students are not

> TURN TO PAGE 8

class sizes.
Perhips the ministry can look at the
recommendations as a starting point to

per e s
between the teacher's ole in guiding the
students n school ased assessments and his

5t 20 years
St Claliyor e
iForexample, she aidin Hong Kong,the

nited Kngdorn and Ausrla e weighage

role in assessing the
ded.

‘This i to avoid improper action on the part
of the teachers and to allay the concerns of
the parent

£D%with anada gving it 100%
Asked what would happen if there was no
standardisedsoring 1ap was sure the MES

would marking criteria and

fthe results are not satisfactory, an adjust-
mentis made to al marks awarded by the
icaher o bungthem i n o e UFSRand
PMRsta

e

Dr Abdul Rahman says the success of any.
mme at the school level depends on
T gty ofleadership.

ing on the concept and how to conduct it
effectively.

taking away examinations
would mean sudents vere s kelyto
study hard, Yap said school-based as:
SOt i o oo S
be assesst

“The students' academic performances
wilsill be assessed but in a more diversified
mode such as through project work, simple
casestudies and analysis,research, presenta-

ap said she wassur the ministry would
also org:

school-bz
the teachers to strengthen meir understand-

d pr
oy e doed
" RSentor teacher in a primary school said

Yap believes that school-based
‘assessments can be a viable option.

school-based assessments would still carry on
even if the UPSR is abolished.

“Exams are stil exams as we need to evalu-
ate what the children have learnt and the
paperwork would still need to be done;” she

said.

‘Another teacher in a secondary school said
national-based examinations were important.

“This i to ensure that a grade which is
attained in a school in Kedalh is similar to the
one in Sabah.

“If not, | feel the weightage of the grade
may not be the same even if the MES gives us
‘guidelines for marking in school,” she said.

“This, she added, could lead to problems
when selection for residential schools were
carried out.

peopl
under those type of situations.

“Different forms of assessments should be
used throughout the year, so that all students

thatachild is

of
they will teach to that level.

hat they h
Ieaml in situations they perform best i

Decision soon on exams

ln chatting with a Year Six pupil about to sit for the UPSR on the n;v day at

Alimuddin

SK Bul
Weh Bom (left), Selangor education director Sulsiman Wak (second

from leff) and

ADC to the Deputy Prime Minister DSP Yusni Mohd Jamil (third from left) look on.

‘THE decision on whether to abolish or retain

an accurse picture o the sition,
tart soon and | have

the Ujian Rendah (UPSR)

and Penilaian Menengah Rendah (PMR) wil
be made in a month or two.

Deputy Prime Minster an i Mubyiddin
Yassin said the Government wo
amnounce s deciion ter mnsmmng the

it hold roundabl lscussons
on the matter soon and all relevant parties
will be invited to give their input” he.
rters after opening the National

Incinited e Sy diecto general
(Tan Sri Alimuddin Mohd Do)’ & make the
necessary arrangements,” he sai

Muhyiddin reponcdly said the decision
we the eanirations woukl ke eflect

He Slld the feedback received so far,

agil
cnmxdmn'nn in the roundtable discussions

Pre-School Education Conference 20100n at the mi
‘Thursday OnJune 20, Mu!\yuidm said the two

My h be abolished to remove:
Minister,

tantas detailed input was needea to.0btain

system on pupils and students.



