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Musical wonder
wows shoppers

By Naveen Mathew Menon
streets@nstp.com.my

KUALA LUMPUR: The haunting
slram; of the l;]a.;sm s:zhng Love
Stor ed on the piano
ﬁlledy theingp 8 Village 2.
The polished rendition of the pop
ular song caught the attention uf
early afternoon shoppers at the
upmarket mall and lent a spring
to their
Tired shoppers smiled and
stopped l'ura e to relax on the
chairs nearby and enjoy the mu-
sic. While some mall-goers took
photos of the musical wonder,
of I to play their
favourite and he obliged.
Seated at the piano tof en-
raptured by the music, his head
bobbing to its rhythm, his hands
dancing across the black and
white keys was 26-year-old pro-
fessional musician Colin Ng.
What is different about this
scene from other plates featuring
live musicians is that the young pi-
anistsporting cool, dark sunglass-
esisvisually impaired.
visitors to the shnpging
centre know they can find him
plasving there between 12.45pm
2.45pm everyday except on
Mondays as lmlsa resident musi-
cianatthes| compl
A visitor who happened to hear
ay last year is today one of
his higgest fans and strongest

porters.

Dntuk Zainal Abidin Ali, an ar-
chitect by profession, was capti-
vated byt:g‘s pmwess when he
came 10 the Bangsar Vill o
B e o

‘heard this beautiful ‘music. Curi
ous, I looked to see who was per-
fm'ml::g found this young man

I wanted to test
E.un and asﬂad him whether he

could play the theme from 7i-

tanic. He played it. It was. tiful.
“He played many of my

favourites and I started smg‘mg

along,” said Zainal who m

by during this interview

recen
Ng played at the launch of

Zainal’s autobio; aphyentltleé
Travels and ?hbuﬂnms

chitect. Starting off by

together for the evem. where
Zainal and Ng performed togeth-
er, the two have become good

L es.
Zainal let the cat out of the bag
when he said that they were work-
together on an album. Ng also
performs at dinners, weddings
and private functions whenever
the opportunity arises.

He has composed six son; 1gs in-
ﬂudjngm &: and Lavelsm
Air. e songs is a
number dedicated to his mother,
Janet Ng, entitled Heart Of Love.

‘The song was written after he
read the tou written by
his mum entitled Harvest Oﬂ.we
which deals with Ng's upbringing.

“The book was written to en-
ouuuge other parents of special

to stnve on and not give
unN”J

is proud of | his mother who
seven Mother Of The
Year awards for her dedication,

caring and patience.

It was indeed Janet' sundymg
support and love that propelle:
him to earn his diploma in music
from UCSI University

and obtain a Bach-
elor of Music degree.

Itwnmensyl’ner

itially, when Colin was a ba-
by. I didn't know what to do be-
cause he was blind. He was
this way because he had cran-
iostenosis which is a premature
fusion of the skull.

“I used to play music cassettes
for him when he was a baby, at
least to keep him occupied. One
day, when he was three L
1 heard music coming from his
room but I did not recall turning
on any cassettes that day.

“So, I opened the door to the
room and saw that he was using a
musica] caicul.mr 1o play a piece
of music us Wanderlich.

"[ma]sed he had ali]dng for
music though I didn't know to
‘what extent this interest in music
‘would grow. But, that was a start.
He first started learning to play
the organ before moving on to the
piano,” Janet said.

Ng said, “I needed to learn the
music pieces even though I
coul e method was by
hearing the S;ece played by the
teacher and owgr learning
to play the whole

Being a keen student, he was
able toskip nt’uw?ades and went
straight to Grade

“Initially, he went into an inte-
grated programme at a normal
school, St Johns, but the system
there was not suitable for

“So, he enrolled into Sekolah
Menengah Pendidikan Khas Ca-

catPanghhatan in Setapak.” Janet

Spealdngahoutune ofhis great-
est challenges, Nﬁ said, “In order
1o continue my education in mu-
sic, the first thing I had to do was
geta cemﬁcaie to be admitted in-
10 any music course.”™

m:;;;gding to hilﬁ:l "E\En
e was very atp y-
theorgan, he. 10 have.

irﬁﬁﬁme ad-

lear: ﬁmehe re;
For;mlgv?he had to put aside.
music for a while to concentrate
on his SPM exams.

Itis mwrestmgm note that Ng
has a passion for
By simply tuuching the handle
of a car, he can more often than
not tell its make — whether it is a
Tuyola., BMW or Datuk Zainal’s

ercedes Benz SLK 280, Janet re-

Professional
musician Colin
Ng overcame
his visual
disability to
excel in'music.
He has
«composed six
songs and is
collaborating
with Datuk
Zainal Abidin
Ali, one of his
greatest
supporters, to
produce an
album.



