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RACTICAL training in
P medicine is important for

the development of clinical
skills in the healing process.

At UCSI University, medical
students receive more than the
usual amount of clinical training.

Third- and fourth-year Medical
students practise their clinical
skills at the Sultanah Nur Zahirah
Hospital in Kuala Terengganu
while the university's own teach-
ing hospital in Bandar Springhill,
Port Dickson, is expected to be
completed by the end of next
year.

The students’ longer clinical
hours ensure that they get
hands-on training by expertsin
the healthcare industry, while
putting the theories they have
learnt into practice.

Third-year medical student
Vithyappriya Nachiappan said
they were taught to tailor their
knowledge to each patient.

“Since not all patients are the
same, we are trained to be part of
the professional medical team,
and deal with patients as human
beings, instead of as man-

nequins.”
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Vithyappriyasaid: “Most of us
spend our weekends in the hospi
tai visiting labour rooms, watch-
ing and conducting deliveries and
other procedures.”

One memorable experience for
her was delivering a baby.

“She was 2.86kg and is the
highlight of my clinical training.
Toconducta cﬁahvﬂr}f and see the
joy on a mother's face when she
sees the haby for the first time is
unforgettable.”

The aspiring paediatrician
added that her stint at the Acci-

dent and Emergency department
was also interesting because one
could see acute cases while
learning how to stabilise patients.

The batch of medical students
is divided into three groups, who
take turns at different postin
There are seven postings in the
third year, with four in surgical
and three medical postings.

Students are expected to be at
the hospital by 8am. They pre-
sent their cases to their lecturers,
make their diagnosis and recom-
mend a course of treatment for
the patients.

UCSI emphasises practical training in many courses.

All students are expected to be
on call from 7pm to 11pm twice a
week during every posting. They
make ward rounds with special-
ists where they practise proce-
dures such as inserting an intra-
venous line.

Recently, the university invest-
ed in a fully-compuierised medi-
cal lab that can house 60 people.

The lab enables students to ac-
cess notes, lectures, exam ques-
tions, as well as databases not
available in textbooks.

There are plans to make the
same content compatible with
students” handphones, so that
they can aceess notes and lec-
tures anytime.

Dean of the Faculty of Medical
Sciences Professor Dr Jammal
Essa said the labfo cuses on stu-
dent-centred learning tech-
niques. This approach is imple-
mented in all courses at UCSI
University.

UCSIl will have open days from
June 25 to 27 between 10am and
Spm.

For details, 03-91018880 or
visit www.ucsi.edu.my



