It’s a toss-up

Mixed views over abolition of exams after 2 roundtable sessions
Latiff

nnal
PUTRAJAYA: Retain the Ujian
Pencapaian _ Sekolah Rendah
(UPSR) and Penilaian Menengah
Rendah (PMR) but review the way
students are assessed in the two

learning.
The general consensus at the
closed-door session was that stu-

dents should be tested on their
a subject, not

‘This was what participants at
the second and final roundtable
discussions on the UPSR and PMR

examinations concluded yesterday.

Retired and serving academie
representatives from non-goy
ernmental organisations, parent-
teacher associations and other
interest groups, nmi polltlcmns
from both sides of the di
that UPSR and PMR should not be
abolished but instead reviewed so
that there is less emphasis on rote
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negatitly, some pointed out. In s
not to blame,
Bt umm.unwmreungmul»
ebrating top score:
Several millon students have s
for the two exams and are doing we
was the other argument broug lup
Former education director-gener-
al Tan Sri Abdul Rahman Arshad,
when approached at the end of the
four-houF sosson,said hat while the
majority of the 100 participants
that a change was needed,
By also believed ths oxaminations
should be retained.
“Amendments should be imple-
mented to improve the current sys-
d produce a moro effective
and balanced form of assessment,”
the UCSI University
chancellor said.
“Thirty-three participants were giv-

en an opportunity to spuzk for five

minutes each during the roundtable.
The of offered their views in a
form distributed.

Deputy Minister in the Prime Min-
ister’s Department Datuk SK. De-
th

assessment system with “a more
holistic approach”.
e saidlong-torm.peioic studies
should be conducted to ensure the
foasibilty of Sthool based aseess.
ments, proposed to replace the UPSR
and PMR exams.

their memorisation skills. As such,
the way students are currently
tested in the two exams needed to
be relooked to produce students
who can think critically and ana-
ically.
Thlsywa.s in marked contrast
to what participants at the first
roundtable session on July 19 had

agreed concluded. They had then large-

ly agreed that the two exams be
scrapped.

The paruupsms yesterday
expressed reservations over
the propml 1o abolish these Year

Six and Form Three exams.

Some queried whether teach-
ers, who would be the main driv-
ers, were read) for such a drastic
policy chang

Others wanlnd to know the basis
for this proposal to abolish what
was essentially sound. They said
there was nothing wrong with
the exams — only the attitudes of
schools. teachers and the public at

he emphasis on_scoring a
string of As — “now there is even

+", interjected a participant —
is why the exams are perceived
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change but want exams retained

arcuralz picture of students’

"Rowever, she suid the format of
both examinations needed adjust-
ments to improve students’ critical-
thinking skils.

“The questions posed should be

Tan Sri Muhyiddin Yassin early next

month.

Muhyiddin, who is also education
minste.announced st month hat
the decision on whether

retain the UI’SII and I‘Ml'l wauld be
‘made by Sey

e go\rmnwnl i reviewing the

an effort In re-
siructure th

Meanwhile, MCA president Datuk
USePlg){)r Chul‘Sﬂi lbk pmposed lha\

-ori-
ted that 70 per cent

of the exam b the schools assess-

students abilty (o solve problems,
facts~ !
Alimuddin Mohd Dom, who

Education director-general TanSri "
aired

rise nsww;n o he 100 exarminationorl-

“The government should have a
more holistic education system

is also seen a
being unsuccessful in providing a

Holisic education or encouraging
'bateachers and students to improve
their creativity, co-curricular activ-

atiy and innovaiveness o bo do-

Dr Chua said the party had sent a

ities and involvementin sports.

memonndum on'the matter to
Muhyiddin.

farimy 3
Sl( shnuld be retained as a method to
assess the emxlmmm of the pri-

msr{‘ school

“The st e yoors lay the foun-
dation for our national education.
‘There is & need to keep track of our
students abllnywwad write, count

*Jie el school-based assessmen
may be open (o manipulaton and
abise, without proper superviion.

“We are concerr ut the po-
et Tor s v e adional

placed on teachers in for-
‘mulating their own tests.”

Parent Action Group for Education
{Page)charman Dain Noor Asimah
Abdul Rahim aj , saying
dopendent and regulated nature of

ational examinations gave a more
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